Kw’ahtidee Jimmy Bruneau (1881-1975)

“Senek’e enjhtt’ekg hohte-ha, Dets’g K’'aowo geehke... eyits’o secheekee njhtt’ekg gitt’a whe29-ha,
secheekee njhtt’ekg goyii eghalagiidee-ha eyits’9 chekoa naowo nake t'a hoghageto-ha,
gonaowoo eyits’o kwet’jy naowoo k’ee.”

Toyatl Zaa 12 dzee, 1881 eko Jimmy Bruneau wegoht jle eyits’g dechj-nj deezq. 1936 k’'e Kw’ahtidee Monfwi etajwoo tf'axqq, Jimmy
Bruneau t'a Kw’ahtidee whel). Asii hazogQ etad)) at’)y yek’eezo jle, eyits’o done enjht’ekg hoghageeto njde naowo k’'egeezg-ha eyits’o
edaani asil weghalats’eeda naowo gik’eezg ade-ha niwg. Chekoa nezij hoghageetg-ha niwg haniko, dg naowoo eyits’q dqg yatii gighg
wedee hohte ha-le niwg. Gogha nadaa njwaa naniwhewoo ts’0299, kota dg nadee sii, Behchokg/Edzo Enjht¥’ekg gha K'aodee gehts;
eyits’q Edzanek’e gha K’aowodee xe naowo whehts) t'a sigojla, eyit'a enjhtt’ekg naowoo done gitfaa whela anaja.

Ek’edjeng daats’g weghoo eko, Kw’ahtidee Jimmy Bruneau sii, Behchokg do nadee goamiy Dets’q K’aowo k’'eehogeeh?a-le ta Somba
Nazee naowoo ts’g somba ts’ihchi ha-le geehdi. Somba nazee somba t'a de wek’e nats’ede goghg naedi ne-le eyits’9 gonaowoo gogho
ichi ne-le hadil. Kw’ahtidee sii nadahoehwho ts’g?29 Ottawa ts’q Dets’q K’aowo sii, goet’)) jtaa de gintsg ng wek’ehoehdzg agy)la.

Edaidzeecho Zaa 16 dzee, 1975 eko Kw’ahtidee Jimmy Bruneau etajwo, ek’edjeng daats’o
tQoto weghoo jle. D@ nadaa naniewo eyits’o dg nadatso dog jle. Do gha k’aowo elj t'a weghaa
laani dg eghalaede-ha sii K'aowo nez) jle. Qhdaa jtee weyatii ghaa dii hadi jle, “Nadaa nyjwaa
gogha nanjewhewoo eyits’o weghaa laani t'ahsii gots’o aja.”
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“I have asked for a school to be built... on my land... and that school will be
run by my people, and my people will work at that school and our children
will learn both ways, our way and the white man’s way.”

Jimmy Bruneau was born on December 12, 1881, and raised on the land. After Chief Monfwi’s
death in 1936, Jimmy Bruneau became the Chief. He understood that times were changing
and that people needed the knowledge and skills that they could learn in school. He wanted
children to be educated, but not at the cost of losing their language and culture. Through his
vision, members of the community formed the Rae-Edzo School Society and negotiated an

historic agreement with the Commissioner of the NWT, returning control of the local school
to the people of the community.

When he was over 80 years of age, Chief Jimmy Bruneau led the people of Rae in a protest against the government by refusing to
accept the Treaty money. He denied that the Treaty money had bought the land or the rights of the first people who lived on it. It was
through strong actions by the Chief that the federal government continued to recognize the claims of our people to the land.

Chief Jimmy Bruneau died on January 16, 1975, at the age of 89. Hundreds of people attended his funeral to pay respect to this
Chief, who was so important to the lives of so many people. He was a man of vision and great strength, who set the finest example of
leadership for our people. In the words of one elder, “He looked far ahead for us and we gain by it.”




